
        
        

        

        
            
            Skip to content

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                
                            
                        

                    


                    
                                                                                                    
    	
                Log In
            

|
            	
                Register
            



                                                			

		
				
                    Español
			







		
			Get Medicare Help

		




                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    Menu                                
                                
                                    Close                                
                                

                            
                            
                                			

		
				
                    Español
			







		
			Get Medicare Help

		




                                                                    	Medicare in 2024
	Get Started
	Get Answers
	Medicare Basics
	Coordinating Medicare with Other Types of Insurance
	Medicare Health Coverage Options
	Cost-Saving Programs for People with Medicare
	Medicare-Covered Services
	Medicare Denials and Appeals
	Types of Medicare Advantage Coverage
	Medicare Fraud and Abuse
	Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage (Part D)
	Planning for Medicare and Securing Quality Care



	Learning Center
	Courses
	Continuing Education
	Medicare Minute®
	Webinars



	Resources
	Guides
	Dear Marci
	Toolkits
	Roadmaps
	Case Studies
	Glossary



	Donate

                                    
    	
                Log In
            

|
            	
                Register
            



                                                                    	
            

            
            
                            
            View All
        


                            

                            	
                                        
                                            
                                                                                            
                                            
                                                Donate                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                                        
                
                                    
                
                    Cart                
            
                                                


                        

                        
      Search for: 
      
      
          
              Search         
         
                      
     
 

                    

                

            

            
    

    
        
        
Home




›Medicare-Covered Services›Medicare coverage overview›Medicare coverage during the COVID-19 public health emergency        

        
            
    
                  

        
          Medicare coverage overview

            	Medicare Part A-covered services
	Medicare Part B-covered services
	Prescription drug coverage (Parts A, B, and D)
	Medicare coverage of telehealth services
	Items and services excluded from Medicare coverage
	Traveling with Medicare
	Medicare coverage during the COVID-19 public health emergency
	COVID-19 vaccination


        

        
    

    
        
            Medicare coverage during the COVID-19 public health emergency
            Medicare coverage overview

              	 

	
                        
                
                                    
                Bookmark
            
        
	
        

		
				
                    Español
			




    



        
            
                
                    
                    
                

                
                    You must be logged in to bookmark pages.

                    
                      
                      Log In

                      

                    
                        

                            
                                
                                    Account Information

                                    
                                    
                                        Email Address*Required
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Password*Required
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Lost your password?
                                    



                                    
                                                                        
                                        
                                        Remember me
                                    

                                                                          
                                                                        

                                                                    

                            

                        

                    

                    
                        			Create your free Medicare Interactive profile, and receive the following great benefits:




	
            	Medicare Minute®
Access monthly virtual presentations on current Medicare topics hosted by the Medicare Rights Center.


        
	
            	Bookmarks
Bookmark your favorite courses and answers for quick reference.



	
            	Toolkits
Access exclusive toolkits full of useful fliers, infographics, presentations, and more to help you navigate complex Medicare topics.


        
	
            	Discounts
Receive updates about Medicare Interactive and special discounts for MI Pro courses, webinars, and more.
        



		                        Register
                    
                

            

        

	        

        

            
                
The COVID-19 public health emergency (PHE) ended on May 11, 2023. During the PHE, there were some changes to Medicare coverage that will no longer be in place.

COVID-19 testing

Original Medicare covers COVID-19 testing with no cost-sharing (no deductible, coinsurance, or copayment) when the test is ordered by a physician or other health care practitioner. The two kinds of covered tests are:

	PCR tests, which identify genetic material
	Antigen tests, which are often called rapid tests

Original Medicare does not cover over-the-counter at-home tests as of May 11, 2023.

Medicare Advantage Plans must cover COVID-19 tests. However, there may be out-of-pocket costs as of May 11, 2023. Contact your plan to learn more about costs. Medicare Advantage Plans may also continue to cover over-the-counter at-home tests at no cost. Contact your plan to learn if this supplemental benefit is offered, and how to access it.

COVID-19 vaccine

Original Medicare Part B covers COVID-19 vaccines and boosters, regardless of whether you have Original Medicare or a Medicare Advantage Plan. You pay nothing for the vaccine or booster.

Skilled nursing facility (SNF) care

Part A typically only covers skilled nursing facility care if you were formally admitted as an inpatient to a hospital for at least three consecutive days. During the PHE, Medicare removed the three-day hospital stay requirement if you were affected by the COVID-19 public health emergency. This change is no longer in place as of May 11, 2023.

Medicare also changed other SNF requirements. Typically, Part A covers up to 100 days of SNF care each benefit period. A benefit period begins when you are admitted to the hospital as an inpatient, or to a SNF, and it ends when you have been out of the SNF for at least 60 days in a row. After your benefit period has ended, you receive another 100 days of SNF care at the start of a new benefit period. During the PHE, if you were unable to end a benefit period and start a new one because of the public health emergency, you could get another 100 days of covered SNF care without having to begin a new benefit period. This change is no longer in place as of May 11, 2023.

Telehealth services

Until December 31, 2024, Medicare covers telehealth visits whether you:

	Live in a rural or urban area
	Get the services at home or in health care settings

Medicare covers hospital and doctors’ office visits, mental health counseling, and other visits via telehealth. If you have a Medicare Advantage Plan, it must cover telehealth services as well. Contact your plan to learn about costs and coverage.

After December 31, 2024, coverage for telehealth benefits may be more limited.


            


            
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

                    

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                        
        

            Did you find this content helpful?
(Make a selection to complete a short survey)


            
                
                    
                    Yes
                
                
                    
                    No
                
            

            
                Thank you for your response. Please help us improve MI by filling out this short survey.

                SKIP SURVEY
                RESUME SURVEY
                

            

        


                            
                
                
    
            
        
            ‹ Previous Page        

        
            Traveling with Medicare        

        
                
        
            Next Page ›        

        
            COVID-19 vaccination        

        
        


            

        
    


            
        
    



        

        
            
                
                    
                        
                        Back to Top                    
                    
                 
                        
                            Register for a free account
                            
                            Register
                        

                                                                        	
                                    
                                        
                                            Facebook                                        
                                        
                                                                                    
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        
                                            Twitter                                        
                                        
                                                                                    
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        
                                            YouTube                                        
                                        
                                                                                    
                                    
                                


                                    

            


            
                                                    	Home
	Contact Us
	About
	Medicarerights.org
	Donate
	Terms & Conditions
	Privacy

                
                
                    
                        © 2024                        Medicare Interactive.
                        All Rights Reserved.
                    

                

            

                    
        

        Your browser is out-of-date!	Update your browser to view this website correctly.Update my browser now
×

 	
	









































