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Letter to Congress

Dear [Senator or Representative] [Last Name], 

I am writing to ask you to co-sponsor the Medicare Prescription Drug Savings and Choice Act of 2009 (HR 684, S 330), which would add a prescription drug coverage option under the Original Medicare program. 

Part D marked the first time in Medicare’s forty-year history that a Medicare benefit has been provided entirely through private companies, without an option administered directly through Medicare.  It is clear that the current structure of Part D has led to:

· Higher Costs: The negotiations between private plans and drug manufacturers have failed to translate into lower prices for people with Medicare at the pharmacy counter. The private delivery mechanism also results in higher administrative costs, which are passed on to consumers as higher premiums. 

· Gaps in Coverage: Part D plans have wide discretion to decide what drugs they will cover, what restrictions they will place on coverage and what cost-sharing they will impose on different drugs. As a result, there are wide variations among the formularies used by Part D plans and substantial failures to cover medically necessary drugs. 

· Instability: The structure of the Medicare Part D premium subsidy creates instability in Part D premiums and coverage from year to year. Fluctuating premiums especially destabilizes coverage for individuals with limited income who receive Extra Help. Medicare randomly reassigns most individuals with Extra Help annually to a new Part D drug plan if their current plan will no longer qualify for a full-premium subsidy. This year alone over one million people with Medicare were reassigned due to increases in premiums by Part D plans.
· Consumer Confusion and Marketing Fraud: The multiplicity of plans and the wide variability in their formularies and cost-sharing structures generate confusion among consumers, which renders people with Medicare vulnerable to coercive and deceptive marketing by private plans.

Providing older adults and people with disabilities the option to obtain prescription drug coverage directly through the Original Medicare program, without the insurance middleman, will provide a refuge from the rising costs, instability and gaps of the Part D plan marketplace. 

Again, I would like to urge you to cosponsor support for this crucial legislation. 

Sincerely, 

[Your Name]

[Your Address]

cc: Medicare Rights Center, 110 Maryland Ave, NE, Suite 112, Washington, DC 20002
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